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MEMORANDUM FOR THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 2 

3U3JECT: Implications of the Soviet Earth 

Satellite for u, 3. Security * ' 

REFERENCES: A. NSC 5520 

3. NSC Actions Nos. 1656, 1713 'and 1799 

The National Security Council, the Acting Secretary of the 
Treasury , the Attorney General,, the Director , Bureau of the 
Budget, the Special Assistant to the President for Disarmament^ 
Brig. Gen. Alfred D. Starbird for the Special Assistant to the 
President for Atomic Energy , the Director , National Science 
foundation, the President, National Academy of Sciences, and 
the Acting Federal Civil Defense Administrator, at the 339th 
NSC meeting on October 10, 1957 (NSC Action No, 1799): 

a. Discussed the subject In the light of: 

(1) An intelligence briefing by the Director of Central 
intelligence on the Soviet earth satellite, its 
relation to the Soviet ballistic missiles program, 
and world reaction to the Soviet earth satellite, 

(2) A briefing by the Department of Defense on the 
information regarding the Soviet earth satellite 
obtained by scientific tracking, and on the status 
of the U. S. scientific satellite orogram under 
^ISO 5520. 

(3) Comments by the Director, National Science Foundation, 
and the President, National Academy of Sciences, on 
the scientific implications of the Soviet earth 
satellite . 

(4) An appraisal by the Department of Defense of the 
military implications for U. s. security of the Soviet 
earth satellite. 
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policy implications for U. S« security of the Soviet 
earth satellite. 

3. llcted the statement by the President on the subject issued 
at his press conference on October S 3 1957; snd the Presi- 
ient l s statement at this meeting of the importance of 
adhering to the U. 5« scientific satellite program under 
MSC 5520 a'j being well-reasoned and deliberately planned. 

Accordingly the action in o_ above 3 as approved this date by 
~he President, Is transmitted herewith, together with a copy 
of the President's statement issued at his press conference 
on October 9, 1957 3 ^or information and guidance to all 
holders of MSC 5520. 



JAMES 3, LAY 5 JPL 
Executive Secretary 



cc: The Secretary of the Treasury 

T'ae Director, Bureau of the Budget 

The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

The Director of Central Intelligence 

The Director _, National Science Foundation 

The President, National Academy of Sciences 



2 - -SECRET 



r OR IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 9, 1957 

Tames C. Hagerty, .Press Secretary to the President 

' '_ . "/ '^ THE WHITE 'HCuis "'.." 

STATEMENT 3Y THE PRESIDENT 



SUMMARY OF IMPORTANT TACTS IN 
THE DEVELOPMENT 3Y THE UNITED 
STATES OF AN EARTH SATELLITE 



'*.. The first serious discussion of an earth satellite 
is a scientific experiment to be incorporated in the program 
Tar the International Geophysical Year took place at a meeting 
j£ the International .Council of Scientific Unions in Rome in" " . 
CctQ&er i?""**4. AS this meeting, at which Soviet scientists were 
present, _a*"resciution was adopted by the ffcientists of the world* 
recommending that "in. view of the advanced stat»s of present 
rocket techniques.. ..thought be given to the launching of small 
satellite vehicles. ..... ' r 

2. Following 1 this International Council meeting, the 
United States National Committee for International Geophysical 
Tear, working unisr the sponsorship df.the National Academy . 
of Sciences, recommended that the United States institute a. scientific 
satellite program." It was determine'd by the Administration that 
xhis program would be carried out as part of the United States' con- 
tribution to the International Geophysical Year. „ c . 

PvesponsiHlity withia'&VGpvernrnent for' scientific as- 
pects of the program was assigned* to" the National, Science Founda- 
tion, working in close cooperation with the United States National 
Committee for the International Geophysical Tear, The Department 
at Defense was made* responsible for supplying' the rocketry needed 
;o place .a satellite 'in orbit without .Interfering withihe top priority 
ballistic "missile program. In line with' the recommendationj of a 
group of Unitad States scientists advising the. Department of Defense, 
the satellite project- wa.3 .assigned to the Naval Research' Laboratory 
as P ro ject VAN'GUArB. ', V./'V . ,", 

"" "*3; Oh July 29", "1955, at a White House press conference, 
participated in by representatives of the National Science Foundation 
and the National Academy of Sciences, it was announced that plans 
"are going forward for the launching of small, unmanned earth 
circling satellites as part of the United States participation in the 
International Geophysical Year, which takes place between July L957 
and December 1958". 

At this press conference it was specifically stated that the 
"data which will be collected from this program will be made avail- 
able to all scientists throughout the world. " The National Science 
Foundation, it was also announced, would work with the United States 
National Committee for the International Geophysical Year to formu- 
late plans for the satellite and its instrumentation as well as plana 
for the preparation and deployment of the ground observer equip- 
ment required for the program. 
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■t. In May of 1957, those charged with, the CJnited States 
satellite program 'determined that small satelHte spheres would be 
launched aa test-vehicles during 1957 to cheek -the rocketry, in- 
strumentation. - and ground stations and that the first fully-instrumented 
satellite vehicle -would be launched in March of 1958. Tho first of 
these teat vehicles ia planned to be launched in December of this 
rear. 

As to the Soviet satellite, we congratulate Soviet scientists 
ipoa putting a satellite into orbit. 

The United States satellite program has been designed from 
its inception for maximum results In scientific research. The 
scheduling of this program has been described to and closely co- 
ordinated with the International Geophysical Year scientists of ail 
countries. As a result of passing full information on our project 
ca the scientists "of the world, immediate tracking of the United 
States satellite will be possible, and the world's scientists will 
■oow at once its orbit and the appropriate times for observation. 

The rocketry employed by our Naval 'Research Laboratory 
for launching cur VANGUARD has been deliberately separated from 
iur ballistic missile efforts in order, first, to accent the scientific 
purposes of tho satellite and, second, to avoid interference with top 
priority missile programs. Merging of this scientific effort with 
military programs could have produced an orbiting United States 
satellite before now, but to the detriment of scientific'goals and 
military progress. 

VANGUARD, for the reasons indicated, has not had equal 
priority with that accorded our ballistic missile work. , Speed of 
progress in the satellite project cannot be taken &s an index of our 
progress in ballistic missile work. 

Our satellite program has never been conducted as a race 
»ith other nations. Rather, it has been carefully scheduled as part 
of the scientific work" of the International Geophysical.Year. 

I consider .our country's satellite program well designed 
and properly scheduled to achievethe scientific purposes for which 
it was initiated. We are, therefore, carrying the program forward In 
keeping with our arrangements with, the international sciontlfic com- 
munity. 
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